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Thursday, January 31 2008 
Coalition on Illegal Immigration 

Third Meeting 
Daniel Center for Advanced Technology Room 221, Culpeper 
 
Chairman Steve DeBenedittis called the meeting to order at 12:34 p.m. 
He asked attendees to introduce themselves, in turn.  
 
Discussion – Chairman DeBenedittis proposed the need for an executive director to set 
up meetings and suggested a former supervisor of Loudoun, Bruce Tulloch, who is 
interested and would act as a private citizen with no compensation.  No opposition was 
expressed.  
Chairman DeBenedittis noted that there is current legislation involving illegal 
immigration and suggested examining these proposed bills.  
While arranging for the projector system the Chairman asked for  
 
Committee Reports –  
Community Impact – Randy Wheeler reported that he had written a letter to all 
communities to ask if they had interest in joining.  There was very little response and no 
one offered to be part of committee so the Community Impact Committee has yet to 
meet. 
Public Safety – Culpeper Chief Scott Barlow reported that Culpeper Town Councilman 
Chris Snider offered to be part of the committee and asked the Chief to head the 
committee. 
Chief Barlow wants a statewide representation of Sheriffs since they control the jails, 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement agents, and a couple of code violation enforcers-a 
broad cross section and he asks that County Administrators nominate potential members. 
Local Government Services – Culpeper Supervisor Larry Aylor targeted Culpeper 
hospital and the school system.  He talked with Lee Kirk, hospital CEO who estimates a 
loss of $2m to illegal immigration.  Supervisor Aylor plans to meet with Lee Kirk next 
week and will update the Coalition at the next meeting. 
Schools – Supervisor Aylor met with Superintendent David Cox of Culpeper.  Dr. Cox 
provided literature regarding ESOL students.  The schools cannot ask whether students 
are legal residents but he estimated that 650-700 were illegal with annual costs of $8000 
per student.   
Illegal immigration follows the labor force.  The school system is required to provide one 
ESOL teacher for each 29 students. The State reimburses cost.  Culpeper has 7 ESOL 
teachers and a parent liaison.  Parents might speak no English and the school must 
communicate.  They attend Workshops and Parent-Teacher meetings.  Individuals must 
translate documents.  Title III funds pay for parent liaison, but this is still our tax money. 
    Almost 500 students in Culpeper are non English speaking.  This number is 
currently dwindling.  There are now 25 languages used by Culpeper School students.   
Supervisor Aylor is in the construction industry, currently a soft market.  Immigration is 
tied to labor.  Immigration is shrinking.  He would like a win-win situation, not to strip 
labor force from viable business which depends on the work force but to make it legal so 
they have access to citizenship. 
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Chairman DeBenedittis thanked Larry Aylor for his very complete response. 
 
Chairman DeBenedittis said he hopes State legislation will help the illegal immigration 
problems during current session and proposed the Coalition attendees review current bills 
projected on screen to see what is important to the group and to each member 
individually. 
Herndon Vice Mayor Dennis Husch – pulled out current bills that were related to impact 
of illegal immigration and noted that it is hard to follow each piece so some may not be 
included in the list.  He handed out papers with a list of bills and also abstracts which 
provide good definition on House Bills but are not as clear for Senate bills.   
 Dennis Husch suggested that attendees speak up about bills they cannot support.  
These will be crossed off the list and the remainder will be presented as a list with a letter 
saying the Coalition has reviewed these bills and supports them in principle.  If an 
attendee wants to support a bill not supported by the Coalition, the attendee can propose 
that bill to the individual government for support.   
  
 Discussion followed about how to vote and voting rights.  
 Chief Barlow, attending for the first time, asked how he could vote on these bills, 
not knowing how his Council would vote. Randy Wheeler responded that the Coalition 
had decided that those who can vote have a letter from their Board or Council saying they 
can vote.  Peter Luke refined this saying that voting rights are to elected officials.  Randy 
added that individual governing bodies had also designated some delegates to have voting 
rights.   
 Peter Luke then asked who is present with voting rights.  Chairman DeBenedittis 
said the Coalition can still vote today.  Peter Luke said he was representing his County 
Administrator and could not commit his county.  Chairman DeBenedittis said the 
Coalition could still choose which of the bills are important to the group today.   
 
 Walter Brown, Southampton Supervisor, announced that the Coalition needs a 
mission statement and goals.  The Coalition attendees can take these back to their Board 
or Council and ask for endorsement.  There is a need to be able to identify illegal 
immigrants - who is legal and who is not.  The mission statement should include coalition 
building and get all areas of state involved.   
 Frank Bossio, Culpeper County Administrator said the current group has no 
power but the Coalition can be built.  Walter Brown said the support of the boards and 
councils is needed. 
 Nancy Smith, Bath County delegate noted that it will take months to do this.  She 
said that www.SavetheOldDominion.org site lists current legislation.  Nancy Smith spoke 
to woman in Oklahoma where a bill was passed and illegal immigrants self-deported.  
The woman in Oklahoma said the most important time to garner support is while the bills 
are in committee.  Many bills will not come out of committee. Nancy said we must 
contact legislators now. 
 Chris Snider proposed that the next meeting be held in Richmond for closer 
access to legislators.   
 Chairman DeBenedittis suggested inviting our legislators to a meeting when they 
are not in session.  He suggested that the Coalition could work as a group and return as 
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individuals with information and recommendations to governing bodies. He suggested 
inviting other localities.  Frank Bossio mentioned that initially letters of invitation had 
gone to 456 governing bodies of the Towns and Counties of Virginia. 
Rebecca “Becky” Dickson, Deputy County Administrator for Chesterfield suggested the 
Coalition send a new letter of invitation from the group.  Perhaps other counties as well 
as Chesterfield have new board members which will change their response.  There is 
transition with boards. 
Walt Brown suggested asking the boards to write resolutions.  Southampton strongly 
backs the coalition. 
Chief Barlow suggested the Coalition could serve a fact finding and educational function 
with individuals returning to their boards to say this is important and ask what the board 
will back.  The organization of Junior Chiefs does this.  Members take information back 
to their governments.   
Walt Brown said the Coalition needs to determine its mission, state its goals and then 
request support from each county and town.   
Dennis Husch said the Coalition discussed what role it would have and conditions for 
voting. Goal would be to support legislation in General Assembly.  The Coalition is 
behind the power curve for this year but could take the lead next year. 
Chris Snider, Culpeper Councilman said we are here today as collective voice to examine 
the bills.  Establish who will vote today and get a consensus. 
Culpeper citizen Jerry Beckett said the Coalition just started.  It is progressing and doing 
really well.  Keep going.  Do not start over. 
 
Chairman DeBenedittis asked how many can vote today?  He proposed that he would 
write a letter with a broad sense of support, on behalf of the Coalition. In future the 
Coalition can be more definite.   
Chris Snider said the Coalition could try to influence and refine what immigration bills 
go to vote. 
 
Walt Brown – Coalition has great credibility on this issue which affects us all.  The 
Coalition needs to state clearly what it is about.   
Jerry Beckett  - Don’t forget the problem has been going on thirty years.  Take one step at 
a time.   
Walt Brown – The Coalition has great impact state-wide and we need to brainstorm. 
Chairman DeBenedittis – The Coalition will need to be a more formal organization.   
 
Dennis Husch – The Coalition needs to form a more concise presentation.  Perhaps we 
should frame mission statement and goals rather than go through the bills which can be 
done at home.  We can craft framework of the Coalition and send it out to all jurisdictions 
involved and it would be a good way to approach to those not yet involved. 
 
Discussion of the bills – A request to add SB733 regarding bail for illegals 
HB1558 public procurement act verification of legal presence 
HB531 gang related criminal info 
Brown– anything relating to identifying illegals should be added 
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SB90 was killed but HB1047 corresponds – employers responsible to identify legality of 
employee to work or be penalized 
 
Decision to form Mission Statement –  
Chairman DeBenedittis – we should decide topics which will be part of our mission 
statement.  The statement should be concise.  
Build a coalition.  There is strength in numbers. 
1 Work together to deal with the impact of illegal immigration on our communities 
2  Understand that local jurisdictions cannot do everything but some things can be 

identified 
3  Influence and promote passage of good legislation 
Walt Brown – the Coalition needs to develop a strong support base throughout the 
commonwealth 
Bob Rudine, citizen of Herndon-This is a coalition of the governments, representing 
jurisdictions from the state not just individual citizens 
Walt Brown – the mission statement should be brief.  There is a disconnect between local 
state and federal law enforcement on the identification of illegals.   
 
Frank Bossio said the mission statement should be broad but specific and have influential 
impact with goals to support the mission.   
 
Randy Wheeler, Spotsylvania– why do we want to do this?– if you answer that, strategies 
and tactics will follow. 
Chris Snider – influence the legislative process.  If federal government will not act, 
Virginia should take the lead to support legislation.   
Bob Rudine – why is there a Coalition? What is the common problem that drew you 
together?  Is there anything an individual government cannot do?  
Wayne Steadman, Culpeper citizen- there was a recognition that there was a problem of 
illegal immigration impacting localities, a need to recognize the problems, and a need to 
draw legislation to deal with the problems. 
Chris Snider said the citizens are frustrated and feel their quality of life is eroding and 
that this issue is not being addressed. 
 
Bob Rudine – the Coalition represents a group of governments 
Walt Brown – the Coalition should be a proactive catalyst. 
Bob Rudine – the Coalition should solve a problem   
Walt Brown – the Coalition can influence a solution to the problem. 
Nancy Smith – a law was passed in Oklahoma and illegals self deported - why can’t we 
do the same? 
Steve DeBenedittis – let us consider the legal steps we can take. 
Jerry Beckett – someone should be designated to collect information  
Dennis Husch – read in the Oklahoma legislation in detail and the only thing we lack to 
pass it is WILL. Nothing in the Oklahoma legislation is against the constitution.  
 
Chief Barlow– we might have answers but we have to influence lawmakers in Richmond, 
give them the will.  We can’t find the answer and also implement it. 
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Walt Brown – hold the Coalition meetings in different areas. 
Chairman DeBenedittis - where is central ground ?  Discussion followed on places to 
meet with the suggestion of meeting in Richmond while legislature is in session and also 
of getting together at the forthcoming VACo meeting. 
Any other ideas for mission? The Mission can be incorporated into a resolution that local 
jurisdictions can use. 
 
Peter Luke – need to make clear that the representativess vote with Coalition however 
their board could vote against it.  The Coalition vote does not mean the individual boards 
vote this way. 
Frank – VACo handles it this way - board member votes, there is a list of who voted and 
how.  Here is our mission statement, here are our goals, do you want to have a 
representative? All votes will be listed - who voted and how.  The VACo vote made up of 
individual representatives might not represent the vote of the individual government.   
Walt Brown – we need to keep localities informed. 
Peter Luke – Culpeper, Southampton, Bath, Loudoun, Herndon, Chesterfield…  Do we 
have enough support?  There are140 jurisdictions and only ten are represented here.   
Chairman DeBenedittis – it is what it is, and represents those it represents.  The more 
people the more value. 
Walt Brown – marketing – need a mission statement to send out and invite others. You 
will see a different response when you invite them with a mission statement and goals. 
Frank Bossio– I have learned a lot from these meetings.  There is value in the exchange 
of ideas.   
Walt Brown – information is knowledge, information is power.  Fact sheet from each 
meeting should be send to each locality.  Build and develop coalition. 
 
Frank – Need to state why we are here-offered a draft mission statement which the group 
refined as follows: 
Mission Statement – promote and influence a unified strategy at the local, state, and 
federal level to minimize the impact of illegal aliens on local communities while 
understanding the positive contributions of immigrants 
 
Objectives –  
 

1. Build a coalition of local governments.   
2. Identify the challenges created by the presence of illegal aliens   
3. Educate local governments of the challenges created by the presence of illegal 

aliens 
4. Share appropriate strategies that local government can take to minimize the 

impact of illegal aliens. 
5. Influence and promote state and federal legislation 
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Walt Brown- recommend sending mission and objectives and requesting a resolution of 
support from the governments.   
Chief Barlow – agrees - the resolution will give you voting rights.  If the governing body 
does not adopt the resolution, you can still attend.  Should the governing body adopt the 
resolution, request the appointment of individuals to vote. 
 
Dennis Husch  – will look for VACo and VML documents 
 
Steve DeBenedittis announced a Roundtable -  
Frank Vinson – Americans for Immigration Control, Inc. (AIC) - has lobbying experience  
and said the Coalition sticks its neck out to do what is right and is to be commended.   
Citizens – frustrated beyond belief 
Bob Rudine – worked on this issue for 7 years – applauds the efforts of the Coalition – he 
has found no influence as an individual.  The Coalition has a chance to influence where 
individual citizens have found no hearing. 
 
Next meeting – March last Thurs – 27th at 12:30 p.m., location to be announced 
 
 
Adjourned: 3 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


